
Parent Advisory Committee 
(PAC) Conference  

On January 17th, Pasco School 
District parents were invited to 
attend the annual Bilingual PAC 
Conference at Pasco High 
School.  
During breakfast, parents had 
the opportunity to visit booths 
with health information and 
resources available through 
community agencies and 
programs. The conference was a 
day-long event where parents 
could attend three informational 
sessions throughout the day 
while  students  attended 
interactive workshops. Session 
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t o p i c s  i n c l u d ed :  S T E M  
( S c i e n c e ,  T e c h n o l o g y , 
Engineering & Mathematics), 
M E S A  ( M a t h e m a t i c s , 
En g in ee r ing  &  S c ien ce 
Achievement), Important Steps 
to Obtain a College Education, 
Literacy Squared, and more. 
Thank you Action Teams for 
Partnerships (ATP) for  sharing 
this opportunity with parents at 
monthly meetings! 

Cluster Meeting #2 
Chairs joined District ATP on 
January 20th for the second 
quarterly cluster meeting! The 
Children’s Reading Foundation 
of the Mid-Columbia presented 
about the resources available 
through their office. Pasco 
School District’s Director of 
S T E M  I n i t i a t i v e s  a n d 
Instruct ional  Technology 
presented with WSU Tri-Cities 
Director of MESA Programs. 
They discussed what it means 
to be a STEM parent and 
careers/programs available for 

Seventh and eighth grade students at Ochoa Middle School have the opportunity each year to start 
planning for their future. In the fall, students work in their Language Arts class to fill out a survey 
about their interests and possible career opportunities that can be tied with those interests. Based on 
the results of the surveys, the ATP starts working on inviting different businesses and professionals 
to a Career Fair at the school. The ATP then creates a color-coded guide of the different career catego-
ries, works with the students on their professionalism, and provides a list of recommended questions 
for the students to ask during the fair. The ATP replicated this color-coded guide in posters with the 
business name on them to indicate the occupational category so 
students can easily locate the professions that fit with their inter-
ests. Local professionals were asked to bring a display with infor-
mation about the business, their career, and educational require-
ments for an entry-level position. Some area colleges and unions 
were also invited to share information about their programs. There 
were interactive displays, presentations, and material for students 
to take home and discuss with their parents about planning for 
their future.  The goal of this activity was to encourage students to 
start considering future high school courses that would benefit 
them with their career aspirations. 

Try This Out 

Communication Tools 
 

 

During our last cluster 
meeting, we discussed some 
communication tools to 
consider. Here are some 
suggestions: 

 Utilize an automated 
voice or text messaging 
s y s t e m  t o  s e n d 
reminders to families 
about ATP events, 
activities and monthly 
meetings 

 Survey parents to find 
out if they prefer 
electronic, verbal or 
printed communication 

 Place banners or posters 
in the front of your 
school building to 
remind parents of a 
meeting or event that 
evening 

 List upcoming events on 
a school reader board 

Spotlight On: Ochoa Middle School’s Career Day 

students in these fields.  
Meeting topics included a 
discussion about school 
meeting attendance, helpful tips 
to recruit more members, and 
resources available through the 
National Network of Partnership 
Schools. For the leadership 
activity, chairs were given the 
opportunity to discuss ways to 
improve their partnership 
program with colleagues. 
During the ‘Voices from the 
Field’ segment, chairs were 
invited to speak about how they 
are improving their current 
practices. Involving students 
with ATP in high school, 
communication tools, pre-event 
planning, and obtaining student 
feedback through a classroom 
survey were topics discussed. 
Other meeting discussion 
points included upcoming due 
dates and deadlines, a reminder 
about Print Shop requests, 
communication suggestions, 
and the ATP Bonus. 

Connection 

Parents gather for lunch during the 
PAC Conference at Pasco High. 

Ochoa students visit different 
booths during the Career Fair. 



Resource Corner: A 2014 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice— 
“Surveys for Success: Using Parent Input to Inform Action” 

Vista Elementary School in Kennewick, WA  
This section of the 2014-2015 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS Promising Partner-
ship Practices (PPP) from other schools and districts within the network.  Ideas may be modified 
and easily adapted to enhance a school, family and community partnership program at your 
school.  It is our hope not only to highlight last year’s published schools, but to encourage others 
to try out new ideas. We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   
 

When Vista Elementary ATP began planning their One-Year Action Plan for Partnerships, 
they knew they were missing a key component, parent input. The team got to work creating a 
half-page questionnaire that would be a quick and easy for parents to fill out. They knew 
there were some important questions they wanted to ask parents about how they were cur-
rently involved at the school, what prevented them from being involved, how their ATP could 
increase parent engagement, and how satisfied they were with the school’s communication. 
The ATP wanted to get feedback from parents during one of the school’s most well attended 
events, the Winter Music Festival. They asked 30 teachers and staff members to encourage 
parents to fill out the survey after the concert when they were picking up their children. This 
resulted in several hundred surveys completed. The results showed that parents were inter-
ested in evening events focused on students’ curricula and classwork, especially in reading 
and math. The ATP began planning a STEM night for older students and will plan a reading 
night in the future. Other schools within Kennewick School District loved this method of gath-
ering parent input and five other schools have adopted this practice. 

 
For more information and details about this original activity,  

please visit the NNPS website at:  
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2014/pdf/PPP_2014_68.pdf 

 To see all other published collections please visit: 
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm  

Important Dates: 
No School — Holiday 

Feb. 16th 

 

Math Night 

Longfellow Elementary 

February 17th 

5:30-6:30 pm 

 

Regional Title I Conference 

Red Lion Hotel 

February 20th 

8:00 am-3:00 pm 

 

Science Fair 

Frost Elementary 

February 25th 

5:30-6:30 pm 

 

Read Across America 

Robinson Elementary 

March 3rd 

2:30-3:00 pm 

Esmeralda Magaña-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 

 

Pasco School District  

School & Family Partnerships 

1102 North 10th Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Fax:  509-543-6769 

                                “ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.    

 For questions or concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

  Quote of the Month:  

"Leadership is the capacity to  

translate vision into reality."  

     -Warren Bennis 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2014/pdf/PPP_2014_68.pdf
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